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The fotofever contemporary photography fair was founded in Paris in 2011 by 

Cécile Schall, granddaughter of the renowned French photographer Roger 

Schall, as an alternative to the Paris Photo event. 

The fair is run as an independent project with the aim of promoting young 

photographers, while at the same time providing the public with an accessible 

entry point for establishing a collection of contemporary photography. 

  

“fotofever's mission is to give access to the energy and diversity of 

contemporary photography and to create the best conditions for a meeting 
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between artists and collectors,” says Schall. “fotofever's motto can be 

summarized in two words: discovery and acquisition.” 

In 2012, Schall launched a Brussels edition of the fair and in 2015 will present 

the fourth edition of the Paris event from November 13-15 with a lineup of 

more than 100 galleries from around the world showcasing the work of both 

established and emerging artists. 

As she prepared to launch fotofever Paris 2015 (Click the slideshow to see 

some of the highlights from the fair), Schall took time out of her busy schedule 

to answer some questions about the origins of fotofever and the 2015 edition. 

You created fotofever in 2011 and run the project independently. 

What was the inspiration and motivation to launch the fair? 

The inspiration came when I was overcome with emotion for the first time in 

front of a photograph. It was in 2008, while organizing my first contemporary 

art fair in Paris, I knew the image but when I saw the object, I was shocked. I 

had to buy it as I needed it! There is so much pleasure in viewing art – to be 

able to buy it in order to live with it daily. That is my main motivation: to offer 

others the experience that was so powerful for me. 

At that time, contemporary photography was very successful in Paris and I was 

convinced that this new medium had great potential, especially to bring new 

and younger collectors to the art market. It took me five years and six fairs 

organized with Will Ramsay, to launch, at last, my own fair dedicated to young 

photography. 

What impact has being the grandchild of the famous French photographer 

Roger Schall had on your perception of photography and the approach you 

have taken with fotofever? 
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Art and photography have been part of my family history for over a century 

(my great grandfather and my father were also professional photographers). 

Therefore I feel like my story is linked to photography forever. It is a relatively 

young medium, and I feel very appropriate for younger generations. Definitely 

the best one to start off a collection. However, people need to be educated to 

realizee the gap between the image and the object. 

After spending some time exhibiting my grandfather’s work, I realized that it 

would be more useful to bring the success to living artists… 

fotofever is an evocative title for the fair. How did you come up with 

the title? 

fotofever is not just a fair, it is a label, a brand with the mission to help 

contemporary photography to be collected 

Firstly, I wanted to express, with the name, its difference in a market where 

most of the art fairs are named with art or photo followed by the name of the 

city where they take place. From the beginning, the idea was to be 

international and not just in one city - fotofever was launched in Brussels in 

2012. 

Secondly, I wanted to evoke the obsession of collecting. When I organized my 

first contemporary-art fair in Brussels, I partnered with a great event 

called “Museum Night Fever,” a smart way to bring a younger public into 

museums. I felt the word fever was truly appropriate in translating the 

sentiment of collecting. And i am also part of the generation who used to dance 

along to “Saturday Night Fever” … 

What differentiates fotofever from other fairs, especially Photo 

Paris which runs parallel to fotofever? 



fotofever is dedicated to contemporary photography and new discoveries. One 

might not find the big names of today but the ones of tomorrow. Only living 

artists are represented at affordable prices. 

fotofever aims to educate new collectors with several initiatives such as the 

“start to collect” (a selection of 100 art works sold under €1,000), the 

“collectfoto” (a 44-page bilingual guide for young collectors, distributed for 

free to all visitors) and the fotowalk, new to this year (a selection of 15 artworks 

for a guided walk with Eloïse, art historian and guide). 

Lastly, to assist the public to purchase, I find it necessary to show all prices on 

labels relating to every single artwork. This allows people to be informed with 

one the most important piece of information that is the price when purchasing 

something. I wanted to easy the process for first time collectors as this is not 

commonly seen through most art fairs. 

At fotofever we also always like to mix photography with music, especially jazz. 

We therefore have a daily live jazz set during the fair. 

Looking at the galleries participating in fotofever 2015 and the 

works being presented, what trends do you see emerging in the 

world of photography this year? 

I can see 5 emerging trends this year at fotofever : 

- unique pieces with the use of very old techniques by younger artists; 

- the use of other materials rather than just regular photographic paper: 

tracing paper, glass, wood … just to name a few of the materials used by artists 

exhibited in 2015; 

- what I call “fotofiction”: an elaborate mise en scène composed by the artist; 



- a few themes are very popular this year, such as photographs taken under 

water; 

- new types of photography such as photosculptures and metaphotography. 

What are some of the highlights of fotofever 2015 that every visitor 

to the fair should make sure they see? 

Don’t miss all the Japanese photography which still remains prominent at 

fotofever with 10 exhibitors. Don’t miss Daisuke Tatakura’s work (Tezukayama 

Gallery, Osaka) who was chosen as our official 2015 image. Russian 

photography from the Soviet era will be at the forefront with the first 

exhibition of Lumiere Brothers Gallery outside of Russia! 

Don’t miss the selection of 15 artists of the fotowalk (guided visit), with 

artworks from artists such as : Christopher Colville (unique piece, Duncan 

Miller Gallery, Santa Monica), Corinne Héraud (work on wood, Courcelles Art 

Contemporain, Paris), Catrine Val (Feld+Haus, Frankfurt) who in an elaborate 

self mise en scène creates powerful images, Roger Schall (Galerie Argentic, 

Paris) with a selection of  beautiful photographs of Paris by night, Jean-Marie 

Périer (Photo12 Galerie, Paris), Mami Kiyoshi (Galerie Annie Gabrielli, 

Montpellier), Édouard Taufenbach (Galerie Intuiti, Paris) , Juliette-Andréa 

Elie, fotoprize winner 2015 

Finally not for sale but definitely to be seen, Agathe Gaillard with a selection of 

master pieces on the theme of “dans la rue” and Galila’s Collection with 

selection never before seen artworks, on the theme of the chair, from her 

private collection. 

Complete fever! 
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